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Introduction - Data

1907  
Foundation of the association  

2006  
Representation in Brussels 

2013  
Working group Metals Austria  

Members  
approx. 220 
Offices / Branches  
approx. 700 

Market coverage GER/AUT 
approx. 80 % 

Turnover p. a. 
approx. EUR 30bn 

Employees  
approx. 25.000
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Metallhalbzeug e.V. !!
partner since 1948  !!!
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Introduction - Fields of expertise



Introduction – Organization chart
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Issues

Theft 

!
▪ metal theft from 

company grounds 
(warehouses) 

▪ offers of stolen goods 

Fraud 

!
▪ fictitious delivery 

▪ wire fraud 

▪ impurities 

▪ dummy companies 

Tax law 

!
▪ liability for unpaid 

taxes (culpability) 

▪ refusal of input tax 
deduction 

▪ refusal of tax 
exemption for intra-
community deliveries 



Focus areas

serious financial losses 
 

survey among members: 
about EUR 500.000 per month!

risk of purchasing stolen 
goods



SIPAM Germany   
Berlin, 06.07.2012 !
• Deutsche Bahn AG  
• Deutsche Telekom AG   
• RWE 
• Verband Deutscher Metallhändler e.V.

Foundation of SIPAM

MEMORANDUM 
Poland 
Warsaw, 27.11.2014

SIPAM Austria  
Vienna, 15.05.2014



Activity VDM 

• newsletters 

• 2013: trial „artificial DNA“ 

• 2013/14: Code of Conduct for metal traders  

• 2014: VDM guideline: risk management for metal purchases „Wir HANDELN!“ 

• 2014: website launch (SIPAM) 

• 2015: trainings on metal theft prevention 

• 2016: additional criteria will be implemented for the certification of waste management companies 

What we do



Booklets and posters



application of „artificial DNA“

Artificial DNA

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/db/Hololinkdna.jpg


Risk management for metal purchases



www.evge.eu / EVGE criteria as of 2016



EVGE criteria (draft)

▪ documentation of suppliers and delivery processes 

▪ inspection and evaluation of the material 

▪ specific requirements on scrap merchants (Code of 
Conduct)  

▪ inspection for artificial DNA



Eurometrec

▪ conception of a pan-European website  

▪ regular exchange about national-level activities among member states 

▪ respect for national sovereignty 

▪ national associations have divergent views on the ban of cash payments 



Ban on cash payments – debate in Germany and 
Austria

▪ legal tender 

▪ eliminating cash will fail to solve the 
problem 

▪ eliminating cash would discriminate our 
industry 

▪ stolen goods will be sold anyway – 
irrespective of interdictions (e.g. shift to 
wire fraud) 

▪ solution: risk management for metal 
purchases 



Thank you for your attention

www.vdm.berlin


